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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Prelmiinary 
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before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT) . 
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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages M as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

pages 10 and 11 r as originally filed 

pages NONE , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of . 



the drawings: 

pages O i as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of • 

| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE 1 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of _ • 

2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to mis Authority in the 
" language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is : 

| | the language of a translation furnished tor the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international appHcation (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | ^ language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirmnary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence fisting: 

| | contained in the international application in printed form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | xhe statement that the subsequendy furnished written sequence fisting does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | T he statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence fisting 

has been furnished. 

4. 1 | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages NONE 
| | the claims, Nos. NONE 
| | the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are t ej erred to in 
this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments @tdes 70.16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(u) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 

Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-10 



_YES 
NO 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-10 



_YES 
NO 



Claims 1-10 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

aaims 1-10 lack novelty and inventive step under PCT Article 33(2)-(3) as being anticipated by or obvious over WO98/05331 , 
(Chen WO *331). 

Chen (WO'33 1) teaches a pharmaceutical composition comprising PPARalpha(e.g. gemifrozil), PPARgamma agonist(e.g. 
trogUtezone) and metformin, see abstract and page 13. line 8. Although metformin is listed as an ad&tive agent, the combination 
comprising metformin and gemfrozil is embraced by the patented invention. As to the claims 4- 10, the minor variations such as 
v^s^M^^ dosage regimen including specific ratios between each active ingredient to ^ te ^^ 1 e ^ w J ie ^ ,V 
wouldhave been considered to be conventional and commonly practiced The techniques are ^tiiin the sMed ie^ 
having ordinary sldU in the art , and this obvious, absent evidence to the contrary. Thus, die claimed subject matter lacks novelty nor 

inventive steps. . _. 12 , - - 

CI aims 1 - 1 0 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33 (4) , and thus the instant invention has industrial applicability because the 

subject matter claimed can be made or used in industry. 

Applicant's argument filed 19 July 2004 is carefully considered but not persuasive because the claimed invention is taught and 
embraced by the scope of the patented invention. Although the claims uses different terminology, die claimed invention having same 
structure(e.g. a composition containing meforrnin and gemifrozU ) is taught and the claims are met. It is also reminded that the claims 
are drafted broadly wherein the patented invention of the prior art of the record met the claimed invention. For the reasons set for the 
above, the claims are properly included in this rejection. 
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